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    Excerpt

WASTE disposal options are diminishing throughout the nation. In southeastern Pennsylvania, for example, the Department of Environmental Resources puts the maximum life remaining in permitted landfills at 2.3 years. Philadelphia's Water Department has responded to this crisis by developing a comprehensive sludge management program in which compost products are recycled in four major utilization programs: (1) marketing, (2) bulk applications to land, (3) stripmine reclamation, and (4) giveaway.

In the early 1970s the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency issued a national directive calling for the elimination of the ocean disposal of sludge. Philadelphia officials, in response to this directive, established for their city the goal of identifying feasible sludge processing alternatives to ocean disposal. A Sludge Management Unit was formed in 1975. As a result of this unit's research and recommendations, Philadelphia in 1979 confidently entered into a legal agreement with EPA to cease all ocean disposal of sludge by 1980. And this the city did.

Today, Philadelphia's Water Department is recognized as a leader in sludge compost processing and recycling. After seven years of experience, Philadelphia's program serves as a working model for large-scale municipal sludge compost recycling in …


Footnotes
	Matthew Miller was the community affairs coordinator for the Philadelphia Water Department's Resource Recovery Program during 1985. He is now the commercial recycling coordinator for the city's recycling program, Streets Department, Municipal Services Building, Room 900, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19102.

	Copyright 1986 by the Soil and Water Conservation Society
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