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    Excerpt

As the science related to soil and rangeland health evolves, so do protocols and assessment methodologies. Rangeland health assessments consist of evaluating how well ecological processes, such as the water cycle, energy flow, and nutrient cycling, are functioning at a site. Maintained ecological functions provide support for specific plant and animal communities (Pellant et al. 2005) and ensure a flow of ecosystem services. The most commonly used protocol to assess US rangelands has become the Interpreting Indicators of Rangeland Health (IIRH) assessment (Pellant et al. 2005; Pyke et al. 2002). Rangeland health assessments use 17 indicators to rate 3 attributes of rangeland health that integrate soil and plant indicators together with other abiotic factors into one scientifically tested assessment tool. Attributes rated as part of rangeland health assessments are soil and site stability, hydrologic function, and biotic integrity (Pellant et al. 2005). Additionally, rangeland health protocols have been tested across a broad range of ecosystems and are already in use by thousands of individuals worldwide. Other common tools used to evaluate rangelands include similarity indices and trend studies, which can be used alone or in conjunction with the rangeland health assessment methodology.

Soil health is the capacity of a soil…


	© 2014 by the Soil and Water Conservation Society




  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
        In this issue

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
    
      [image: Journal of Soil and Water Conservation: 69 (3)]

  
  
      
      
          Journal of Soil and Water Conservation      
      
        	Vol. 69, Issue 3 May/June 2014 


      
      
        		Table of Contents
	About the Cover
	Index by author
	Front Matter (PDF)




      




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Article Alerts

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  User Name *
 



  Password *
 


Sign In to Email Alerts with your Email Address

  Email *
 








  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Email Article

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for your interest in spreading the word on Journal of Soil and Water Conservation.
NOTE: We only request your email address so that the person you are recommending the page to knows that you wanted them to see it, and that it is not junk mail. We do not capture any email address.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Rangeland health assessment: The key to understanding and assessing rangeland soil health in the Northern Great Plains



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has sent you a message from Journal of Soil and Water Conservation



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would like to see the Journal of Soil and Water Conservation web site.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.



  Math question *
 3 + 1 =  
Solve this simple math problem and enter the result. E.g. for 1+3, enter 4.









  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      
  
  
  
  
      Rangeland health assessment: The key to understanding and assessing rangeland soil health in the Northern Great Plains
  
    	Jeffrey L. Printz, David Toledo, Stanley C. Boltz

  
    	Journal of Soil and Water Conservation May 2014, 69 (3) 73A-77A; DOI: 10.2489/jswc.69.3.73A 

  
  
  



  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Request Permissions  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
  
  
      Rangeland health assessment: The key to understanding and assessing rangeland soil health in the Northern Great Plains
  
    	Jeffrey L. Printz, David Toledo, Stanley C. Boltz

  
    	Journal of Soil and Water Conservation May 2014, 69 (3) 73A-77A; DOI: 10.2489/jswc.69.3.73A 

  
  
  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
        Jump to section

    
  
  
    	Article
	Info & Metrics
	References
	 PDF



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
     Related Articles
	No related articles found.



	Google Scholar




 Cited By...
	No citing articles found.



	Google Scholar



 More in this TOC Section
A Section

	
  
  
  
  
      Low-overhead dairy grazing: A specific solution to a vexing problem  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      Agriculture intensification as a critical step to enhance sustainable productive systems  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      “Borders” as a metaphor in implementing large-scale, holistic water sustainability research  
  
  
  
  






Show more A Section


Features

	
  
  
  
  
      Youth water education: Programs and potential in the American Midwest  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      Working toward sustainable agricultural intensification in the Red River Delta of Vietnam  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      Stimulating soil health within Nebraska's Natural Resources Districts  
  
  
  
  






Show more Features




 Similar Articles






  



  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
        Content

    
  
  
    	Current Issue
	Early Online
	Archive
	Subject Collections

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Info For

    
  
  
    	Authors
	Reviewers
	Subscribers
	Advertisers

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Customer Service

    
  
  
    	Subscriptions
	Permissions and Reprints
	Terms of Use
	Privacy

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        SWCS

    
  
  
    	Membership
	Publications
	Meetings and Events
	Conservation Career Center

  


  
  



  


    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    [image: ]  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    © 2024 Soil and Water Conservation Society

  




  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
    
  
      







  