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THE SWCS VIEW 

Spreading the 
gospel of conservation 

OT only is there a need for re- 
source managers to believe that re- 
source management is important, 

they must also convince others that manag- 
ing natural resources is important. 

I believe that one of the greatest long- 
range problems facing society is the general 
public’s ignorance about natural resource 
management and their people’s apathetic 
attitude concerning the importance of 
managing natural resources. Many in- 
dividuals living in urban areas simply do nut 
see the relationship between soil erosion, 
overgrazed rangeland, polluted ground- 
water, or fire-ravaged forest and their own 
well-being. People are no longer closely 
associated with the natural resources that 
provide for their existence. Few people even 
understand the relationship between the 
food they eat and fertile agricultural land. 
They don’t realize that it is natural resource 
wealth that enables a society to develop and 
that these resources will only last under 
good conservation management systems. 

There is now and will continue to be a 
tendency to base decisions about natural 
resource management upon political, social, 
and economic points of view. Part of the 
resource manager’s job is to insist that a 
natural resource (or other scientific) point 
of view be included when major decisions 
affecting natural resource use are being 
made. This effort should be as important as 
conservation tillage or range management 
to the resource manager. 

It appears to me that the public’s attitude 
(and perhaps the attitude of some who 
manage natural resources) toward manag- 
ing natural resources has changed in recent 
decades. In the early years of the conserva- 
tion movement, starting with Theodore 
Roosevelt, Gifford Pinchot, Aldo Leopold, 
H. H. Bennett, and several others, a major 
objective of natural resource management 
was to ensure a resource base for our grand- 
children and great-grandchildren that was 
as good or better than what we inherited. 
Today, we are becoming more and more 
concerned with what we can get from our 
natural resource wealth that benefits us 

now. For some people, there seems to be lit- 
tle concern about how this natural resource 
base will continue to sustain society and 
provide for future generations. 

The public will be difficult to convince 
that it should support, or at least not op- 
pose, measures that manage resources for 
sustained yields. People in North America 
have always been told their agricultural and 
natural resource productivity is the best in 
the world. This doesn’t sound like they 
should be concerned with spending tax 
money for erosion control and natural 
resource management, especially since there 
appears to be food surpluses! 

How, then, can the natural resource 
manager develop the credibility to convince 
others of the importance of resource 
management? It does us little good to have 
the “right” answers if the public won’t 
believe us or listen to what we have to say. 
There are at least two traits that all natural 
resource managers must demonstrate if they 
hope to be heard. The first is technical com- 
petence, and the second is enthusiasm for 
their work. 

Today, it isn’t enough to have a degree 
in a natural resource discipline. New devel- 
opments in managing natural resources are 
so frequent that after very few years much 
of a resource manager’s formal education 
is outdated. He or she must constantly read 
professional journals, attend meetings and 
conferences, and discuss new techniques 
with colleagues to keep informed. 

Resource managers must also have a gen- 
uine interest in their work and go about per- 
forming it with enthusiasm. We should 
adopt a constructive attitude and be op- 
timistic in the approach we take to our pro- 
fession. If the people we work with see that 
we are excited about our work and think it 
is important, they are likely to “catch” that 
feeling and believe that what we are saying 
is good advice. Few people get excited about 
or readily adopt suggestions made from a 
dull, boring, unenthusiastic advocator. 

We must spread the message of conser- 
vation with as much enthusiasm and with 
as much drive as an old-time evangelist at a 
Sunday night revival. There are many “con- 
servation converts” to be won! 

Donald E .  Van Meter, President 
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Must haw been first-rate! 

i The September-October 1987 issue of 1 the JSWC reminded me that I was not 
yet finished with regretting the fact I 
missed the annual meeting in Billings, 
Montana. The program committee, as 
verified by the quality of those general 

I session addresses reproduced in the 
1 JSWC, did a mean job of selecting 
1 speakers with a high purpose: 
1 Christine Olsenius-the welcome 
i voice of a cosmopolite on that most 
j cosmopolitan molecule of life, Ha. 
I R. Neil Sampson--scout par ex- 
1 cellence in reading the trail signs of 

change. challenge. and conservation 
mission. 

Charles F. Wilkinson-awesome 
testimony for the active use of conserva- 
tion law The most relevant advice for 

soil conservation I’ve heard in 20 years 
-my nominee to the Supreme Court. 

Marty Strange-provoked beyond ap- 
peasement by agriculture’s false pro- 
phets and their false profits. 
No platitudes, perhapses, or hide- 

your-time from these folks. 
Also, from a grey-colored sidebar 

flashed another beacon: “If the 
stewardship of the land I oversee does 
not exemplify the land ethic I profess, 1 
have no excuse. If the scholarship of 
this Society does not express a land 
ethic in constructive action, neither do 
you.” When I doubt, and I often do, 
the power of communication, I must 
remember Charles McLaughlin out 
there in Britt, Iowa, obviously never 
does. 

Dale Marsh 
Madison. Wisconsi: 

New tools for training 
reclamation inspectors 

Two new handbooks are now avail- 
able t o  help you train reclamation 
inspectors in hydrology, soils, and 
revegetation as they relate t o  surface 
mining and reclamation. 
- F w -  
~ h f k F ~ O f  

covers subjects 
ranging from overburden character- 
istics t o  revegetating coal surface- 
mined lands. The chapters suggest 
ways t o  handle plant growth media, 
describe special soil considerations, 
explain how t o  revegetate barren 
lands. and evaluate the reclamation 

A 
&dsandRelqptm 

-*-- A ~ i n d h c F t a d o r m n d a l r U f  
Hyca?plogy includes chapters on per- 
mit application information, water 
quality control, inspection proce- 
dures, and more. The book de- 
scribes clues and indicators of po- 
tential mining and reclamation 
problems, suggests ways to prevent 
or mitigate those problems, and dis- 

pling techniques. &.00pa mpj, wptd 
cusws various  observation^ and  am- 

States must act 

In 1919, I took a vow to work for 
rural development for as long as I live. 
This has included everything I thought 
would be a benefit for mankind. For 
five years I have written to all of the 
governors of the United States and its 
possessions. The governors should be 
the ones to take charge of the soil and 
water programs through soil conserva- 
tion districts and substate planning 
districts. My reasons for wanting the 
governors to form the association is 
because they are closer to the problems 
in the precincts than the White House 
or Congress. 

I wish to quote Christine Olsenius 
from the September-October 1987 issue 
of the JSWC, page 314. “States will be 
the nerve center for soil and water 
management. The Water Quality Act of 
1987 stresses that states will replace 
federal agencies in the development and 
management of nonpoint-source pollu- 
tion control programs. Water quality is 
tied to land use, and land use is a state 
and local issue.’’ 

Lloyd E. Church, D.D.S. 
Wilburton. Oklahoma 

Hectares vs. tareas 

The purpose of this letter is to call 
your attention to a mistake in one of 
the articles which appeared in the 
September-October 1987 issue of the 
JSWC. The article entitled “Factors 
related to adoption of soil conservation 
practices in the Dominican Republic” 
(pp. 367-369) has errors in tables 1 and 
2. The equivalent of the Dominican 
land unit (tarea) with the hectare is 
wrong. A tarea is equal to 629 square 
meters or 1 tarea = 0.062 hectare or 1 
hectare = 16 tareas. 

We are sure that you want to have 
accuracy in the scientific data presented 
in the widely read JSWC. Our interest 
is to contribute to the accuracy of in- 
formation generated in the Dominican 
Republic. 

Raymond N .  Gallaher 
and Jose R. Espaillat 
Department of Agronomy 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 
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BOOKS, ETC. 

General 

Natural Hazard Mapping-Solomon Is- 
lands. Streamland 51. Leaflet, illus., 1987. 
Technical Information Section, Water 
and Soil Directorate, Ministry of Works 
and Development, P.O. Box 12041, Well- 
ington North, New Zealand. $.55. 

Semiarid Soil and Water Conservation. Her- 
man J. Finkel, Editor. 136 pp., index, 
1986. CRC Press, Inc., Boca Raton, 
Florida 33431. $70.00. 

Antarctica: Soils, Weathering Processes and 
Environment. By I. B. Campbell and 
G.G.C. Claridge. 406 pp., 1987. Elsevier 
Science Publishers, New York, N.Y. 10017. 

Community Involvement Crucial for Con- 
servation in Australia: Summary and 
Recommendations from the National 
Study of District Soil Conservation Ad- 
visory Committees. By s. Chamala and 
R. C. Maurer. 23pp., ref., 1986. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, University of 
Queensland, St. Lucia, Brisbane, Aus- 
tralia. 4067. $5.00. 

Nurse y and Landscape Weed Control Man- 
ual. By Robert P. Rice, J .  1987. Thom- 
son Publications, Box 9335, Fresno, Calif. 
93791. $19.95, plus tax. 

History of Soil Conservation in the SADCC 
Region. App., 1987. Report No. 8. South- 
ern Africa Development Coordination 
Conference, Ministry of Agriculture and 
Marketing, P.O. Box 24, Maseru 100, 
Lesotho. 

Technologies to Maintain Biological Diver- 
sity. 340 pp., 1987. U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. 
$15.00. 

Desertification in the Sahelian and Suda- 
nian Zones of West Africa. By Jean 
Eugene Gorse and David R. Steeds. 76 
pp., 1987. Tech. Paper #6l. The World 
Bank, Publications Dept., K910, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 20433. $5.00. 

Aldo Leopold, The Professor. By Robert A. 
McCabe. 1986. Rusty Rock Press, Madi- 
son, Wisc. 53706. $29.95, plus $2.00 
handling. 

The Productive and Erosive Palouse Envi- 
ronment. By Frederick Steiner. 42 pp., il- 
lus., 1987. Cooperative Extension, Col- 
lege of Agriculture & Home Economics, 
Washington State University, Pullman, 
$3.00. 

In Search of Soil Conservation Strategies in 
Canada. Edited by D. W. Anderson. 214 
pp., apps., 1987. Department of Soil Sci- 
ence, University of Saskatchewan, Saska- 
toon, SK, S7N OWO. $25.00. 

STEEP- Conservation Concepts and Ac- 
complishments. 662 pp., 1987. Washing- 
ton State University Press, Pullman. 
99164. 

Our Common Future. 383 pp., tbls., 1987. 
Oxford University Press, New York, N.Y. 
10016. $9.95 

Restoring Our Earth. By Laurence Pringle. 
64 pp., illus., refs., index, 1987. Enslow 
Publishers, Bloy Street & Ramsey Ave., 
Box 777, Hillside, N.J. 07205. $12.95. 

To Feed the Earth: Agro-Ecology for Sus- 
tainable Development. By Michael J. 
Dover and Lee M. Talbot. 88 pp., illus., 
refs., 1987. World Resources Institute, 
Washington, D.C. 20006. 

Cyprus: A Chronicle of its Forests, Land and 
People. By J. V. Thirgood. 371 pp., illus., 
refs., apps., index, 1987. University of 
British Columbia Press, #303, 6344 
Memorial Road, Vancouver, BC V6T 
1W5. $48.00. 

Environmental Protection in the United 
States. By Joseph M. Petulla. 208 pp., il- 
l ~ . ,  tbls., bibliog., index, 1987. San Fran- 
cisco Study Center, San Francisco, Calif. 
94103. $22.50, plus $1.50 for postage, 
cloth; $14.50, plus $1.50 for postage, 
paper. 

Agriculture 

Alternative Uses for Agricultural Surpluses. 
Edited by W. F. Raymond and P, Larvor. 
134 pp., illus., refs., 1986. Elsevier Science 
Publishing Co., Inc., New York, N.Y. 
10017. $33.00. 

Agroecology: The Scientific Basis of Alter- 
native Agriculture. By Miguel A. Altieri. 
227 pp., illus., tbls., bibliog., index, 1987. 
Westview Press, Boulder, Colo. 80301. 
$19.95. 

Eroding the Family Farm: Agricultural Pol- 
icy and Stewardship of the Land. By John 
L. Lamb and Theresa M. Keaveny. 39 
pp., illus., refs., app., 1987. Dakota Re- 

Correction 

The September-October 1987 issue 
of the JSWC incorrectly listed the 
publication USDA-Water Erosion 
Prediction Project (WWP): User Re- 
quirements as a publication of the 
National Research Council. It is a 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
publication available from the USDA- 
ARS, National Soil Erosion Research 
Laboratory, Purdue University, West 
Lafayette, Indiana 47906. 

Saving Soil and Wildlife: The Promise of the 
Farm Act's Conservation Title. By Ann 
Y. Robinson. 57 pp., 1987. Izaak Walton 
League of America, Minneapolis, Minn. 
55438. 

Compost: Production, Quality and Use. 
Edited by M. De Bertoldi, M. P. Ferran- 
ti, P. L'Hermite, and F. Zucconi. 853 pp., 
illus., index, 1987. Elsevier Science 
Publishing Co., Inc., New York, N.Y. 
10017. $135.00. 

Seeds and World Agricultural Progress. By 
Neil McMullen. 263 pp., illus., refs., 1987. 
NPA Report 227. National Planning 
Association, Washington, D.C. 20036. 
$25.00. 

Guidelines for Strengthening National Ag- 
ricultural Research Systems in Sub-Sahar- 
an Affairs. 40 pp., 1987. The World Bank, 
Washington, D.C. 20433. $3.50. 

Global Perspectives on Agroecology and Sus- 
tainable Agricultural Systems. Pro- 
ceedings, Sixth International Scientific 
Conference of the International Federa- 
tion of Organic Agriculture Movements. 
Edited by Patricia Allen and Debra Van 
D usen. I FOAM Conference Proceedings, 
Agroecology Program, University of Cal- 
ifornia, Santa Cruz, 95064. $40.00. 

Agriculture and Environment: The Physical 
Geography of Temperate Agricultural 
Systems. By David Briggs and Frank 
Courtney. 442 pp., illus., refs., index, 
1987. John Wiley & Sons, Inc., Somerset, 
N.J. 08873. $44.95. 

Education 
Tips and Tricks in Outdoor Education: Ap- 

proaches to Providing Children With 
Educational Experiences in the Outdoors. 
Edited by Malcolm D. Swan. 254 pp., il- 
lus., 1987, The Interstate Printers & 
Publishers, Inc., Danville, Ill. 

Land Use 

Our National Landscapes: Strategies for 
Survival: In Use, in Health, and in Beau- 
ty .  By Tony Jackman. 128 pp., illus., refs., 
gloss., 1987. Science Information 
Publishing Centre, DSIR, P.O. Box 9741, 
Wellington, New Zealand. $24.00. 

Land Subsidence. Edited by A. I. Johnson, 
Laura Carbognin, and L. Ubertini. 939 
pp., 1986. IAHS, Publ. No. 151. IAHS, 
Washington, D.C. 20009. $45.00. 

The State of the Rio Grande/Rio Bravo. By 
David J .  Eaton and John Michael Ander- 
sen. 331 pp., illus., refs., tbls., gloss., bib- 
liog., index, 1987. University of Arizona 
Press, Tucson, Ariz. 85719. $24.95. 
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Planning and Zoning for Farmland Protec- 
tion: A Community Based Approach. 58 
pp.. illus.. refs., apps.. 1987. American 
Farmland Trust. Chicago. Ill. 60601. 
$5.00, 

Demands on Rural Lands: Planning for 
Resource C'se. Edited by Chris Cocklin, 
Barry Smit, and Tom Johnston. 336 pp., 
illus., tbls., index, 1987. Westview Press, 
Boulder, Colo. 80301. $29.50. 

Landscape Planning. By Tom Turner. 240 
pp.. 1987. Nichols Publishing Company, 
New Ibrk. N.1'. 10024. $44.50. 

Ecology 

Soil Physical Chrtnistry. By Donald L. 
Sparks. Editor. 320 pp., 1986. CRC Press, 
Inc.. Boca Raton. Fla. 33431. $127.00. 

.l.lastcr I n d n  for tho Carbon Dioxide Re- 
5c.a rch St  at e-of-thc-A rt  Report Series. 
Edited b! Michael P. Farrell. 253 pp., 
tbls., gloss.. indexes. 1987. National Tech- 
nical Information Service, U.S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. Springfield. Va. 
22161. 

Water 

International Symposium on Bio fouled 
Aquifers: Prevention and Restoration. 
Edited by D. Roy Cullimore. 183 pp., 
1987. American Water Resources Associ- 
ation, Bethesda, Md. 20814. $19.00, 
member of AWRA: $23.00, nonmember 
of AWRA 

Monitoring, Modeling, and Mediating Wa- 
ter Quality. Proceedings, Syracuse, New 
York, May 17-20, 1987. Edited by Steph- 
an J. Nix and Peter E. Black. 710 pp., 
1987. American Water Resources Associ- 
ation, Bethesda, Md. 20814. 

Handbook of Hydraulic Engineering. By 
Armando Lencastre. 540 pp., illus., tbls., 
index, 1987. John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 
Somerset, N. J. 08873. $175.00. 

Pricing of Water Seruices. 145 pp., tbls., 
refs., 1987. OECD Press Division, 2 rue 
Andre Pascal, 75775 Paris cedex 16. 
France. 

Mod el 1 i ng Snow me1 t -Induced Processes. 
Edited by E. M. Morris. 380 pp., 1986. 
IAHS Publication No. 155. IAHS, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 20009. $40.00. 

Con junctioe Water Use: Understanding and 
Managing Surface Water-Groundwater 
Interactions. Edited by S. M. Gorelick. 
548 pp., 1986. IAHS Publ. No. 156. IAHS, 
Washington, D.C. 20009. $48.00. 

Integrated Design of Hydrological Net- 
works. Edited by Marshall E. Moss. 415 
pp., 1986. IAHS Publ. No. 158. IAHS, 
Washington, D.C. 20009. $40.00. 

Drainage Basin Sediment Delioery. Edited 
by Richard F. Hadley. 487 pp., 1986. 
IAHS Publ. No. 159. IAHS, Washington, 
D.C. 20009. $45.00. 

Hydrologic Applications of Space Technol- 
ogy. Edited by A. Ivan Johnson. 488 pp., 

1986. IAHS Publ. No. 160. IAHS, 
Washington, D.C. 20009. $45.00. 

Monitoring to Detect Changes in Water 
Quality Series. Edited by David Lerner. 
336pp., 1986. IAHSPubl. No. 157. IAHS, 
Washington, D.C. 20009. $40.00. 

Developments in the Analysis of Ground- 
water Flow Systems. Edited by G. B. 
Engelen and G. P. Jones. 356 pp., 1986. 
IAHS Publ. No. 163. IAHS, Washington, 
D.C. 20009. $35.00. 

Arizona Groundwater: Negotiating an En- 
vironmental Quality Act. 1987. National 
Conference of State Legislatures, Denver, 
Colo. 80265. $7.00. 

Control of Groundwater. Edited by D. W. 
Quinion and G. R. Quinion. 50 pp., 1987. 
American Society of Civil Engineers, 
New York, N.Y. 10017. $8.00. 

Great Lakes Shore Erosion and Flooding 
Assistance Programs. 13 pp., 1987. Great 
Lakes Commission. Ann Arbor, Mich. 
48109. $1.25. 

Water Level Changes: Factors lnfluencing 
the Great Lakes. 13 pp., app., 1987. Great 
Lakes Commission, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
48109. $1.25. 

Fish and Wildlife 

The Audubon Wildlife Report, 1986. 1,000 
plus pp., 1986. National Audubon Socie- 
ty, New York, N.Y. 10022. $34.95, plus 
$2.50 postage and handling. 

A NEW WORLD VIEW OF SOILS FROM WILEY 
SOIL MANAGEMENT: A World View of Conservation and Production 

R.L. Cook and Boyd G. Ellis, both of Michigan State University 
1988. 432 pp.. cloth. (88927-X), Available Now 

This new text is a revision of Cook's Soil Management 
for Conservation and Production, so extensive a 
revision in fact that the text has a new title and co- 
author. From its broad coverage of the principles of 
soil management, including organic matter. soil water. 
and soil fertility. to its thoroughgoing emphasis on 
combining high crop productivity with soil conserva- 
tion and improvement. this text provides a world view 
of soil management. For example. . . 

m New examples in every chapter from non-tempe- 
rate regions and a global perspective on conserva- 
tion and productivity enable students to compare 
and contrast the U.S. with the rest of the world and 
understand the important interrelationships. 
Shows students how management and conserva- 
tion reinforce each other in chapters 6-9. 

m Provides complete treatments of soil characteristics 
and cropping systems to draw students' attention to 
the connections between soil and regional systems 
(chs. 1 .  15. and 16). 

Offers greater coverage of world soil characteristics. 
food problems and production in developing coun- 
tries. conservation tillage. and soil acidity. 
Uses updated soil classification categories 
throughout. 
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course and its enrollment, and the title of your current 
text. 
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