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ABSTRACT:

Productive farming in parts of the Midwest depends upon agricultural drainage wells to maintain favorable soil moisture levels. These wells channel water and, it is hypothesized, chemical pollutants into aquifers. The number of functioning wells is not known, nor is their spatial distribution, although they are apparently clustered in areas with poor drainage. Current evidence indicates groundwater contamination occurring only at local levels. The Iowa Department of Natural Resources has recommended phasing out these wells through various incentive programs. As part of a larger project, a survey questionnaire was developed to elicit opinions from 100 groundwater experts on how to deal with drainage wells. Results demonstrated some of the complexities of implementing environmental policies based on incomplete information. The consensus was toward greater controls, although appropriate strategies to be adopted and sources of funding for implementing management policies were open to debate. Inevitably, there were calls for further research, particularly to determine the socioeconomic impacts of closing drainage wells.


Footnotes
	Graham A. Tobin is an associate professor in the Department of Geography at the University of Minnesota, Duluth, 55812-2496, and R. Rajagopal is a professor in the Department of Geography at the University of Iowa, Iowa City, 52242. Preparation of this manuscript was made possible by a grant from The Joyce Foundation of Chicago, Illinois, to the Department of Geography, University of Iowa. The views expressed in this manuscript are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views or the policies of the sponsoring organizations.
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