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ABSTRACT:

Successional changes in vegetation composition within seeded grasslands may effect attainment of long term conservaation objectives. Comparisons between vegetation composition within Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) fields planted to cool season, introduced grasses hayed for emergency we, and non hayed fields of the same age and species composition were completed to determine potential effects of periodic haying. Emergency haying had little long term effect on vegetation height/density, percent cover of live pass, or forb cover when compared to characteristics within non hayed fields?. The presence of legumes [primarily alfalfa (Medicago sativa L)] increased in response to haying, whereas, abundance of noxious weeds [chiefly Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense (L) Scop.)] diminished. Implications for long term management CRP grassland to achieve wildlife habitat objectives are discussed.


Footnotes
	Arthur W. Allen is a wildlife biologist with the U.S. Geological Survey's Midcontiment Ecological Science Center (MESC) in Fort Collins, Colorado. Brian S. Cade is a biological statisrician with MESC Mark W. Vandever is a biologist employed by Johnson Controls International working at MESC on evaluation of CRP grassland management.
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