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ABSTRACT:

Soil conservation programs will likely become more regulatory in nature unless voluntary efforts improve. Economic theory suggests the cost of achieving mandatory erosion goals will vary according to farm characteristics. Missouri data show an inverse relationship between farm size and short-run cash cost to meet soil loss tolerances set by the Soil Conservation Service. Such impacts would place small farmers and probably young farmers at a relative disadvantage.


Footnotes
	David E. Ervin is an associate professor, Joseph P. Rryant is a former research assistant, and Gary L. Stampley is a computer programmer. Department of Agricultural Economics, University of Missouri, Columbia, 65211. This article is a contribution from the Missouri Agricultural Experiment Station, Journal Series No. 9505. The authors wish to acknowledge the assistance of John Turner and Edwin Bush of the Monroe County, Missouri. Soil Conservation Service office; Daryll Raitt of the Economic Research Service. U.S. Deprtment of Agriculture: and Bill Heffernan of the Department of Rural Sociology, University of Missouri, Columbia.
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