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The NRI is a significant scientific achievement that will help us to make better informed and reasonable decisions about our natural resources.

This year, the Soil Conservation Service released the most comprehensive, statistically reliable database on the condition and trends of the nation's soil, water, and related resources ever conducted—the 1992 National Resources Inventory (NRI). The NRI shows us how we as a nation are doing as we strive to sustain our natural resources. How are the nation's 1.5 billion acres of non-federal land being used? Are we making progress in reducing erosion? In conserving wetlands? What additional conservation treatments are needed? Answers to these and other questions provided by the NRI guide us in designing programs and environmental and agricultural policies for the United States—programs and policies that will make agriculture stronger and the environment healthier at the same time. The 1992 NRI shows that we are making significant progress in improving the environment even as U.S. consumers continue to enjoy good, abundant food at low prices. Soil erosion has decreased and conversion of wetlands has slowed.

The technology of data collection has advanced considerably over the 60


Footnotes
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