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ABSTRACT:

The Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation (RUSLE) is a practical and increasingly popular choice to provide soil-loss estimates in the preparation of environmental impact assessments, reclamation plans, and post-reclamation site evaluations for land subjected to mining and construction. A factor-by-factor comparison of the Universal Soil Loss Equation (USLE) and RUSLE versions 1.04 and 1.06 illustrates the ways in which version 1.06 has been modified and improved to accommodate the special conditions of mining, construction, and reclamation lands. The effects of several erosion- and sediment-control materials and practices are included in the C and P factors. The program computes sediment-delivery ratios that include consideration of sediment characteristics. Despite its limitations, we believe that RUSLE 1.06 is the best currently available technology for soil-loss estimation on mining, construction, and reclamation lands. The USLE and RUSLE version 1.04 no longer should be used for this purpose.


Footnotes
	Terrence J. Toy is a professor in the Department of Geography at the University of Denver. George R. Foster is a retired research hydraulic engineer at the USDA-Agricultural Research Service, National Sedimentation Laboratory, in Oxford, MS. Kenneth G. Renard is a retired research hydraulic engineer at the USDA-Agricultural Research Service in Tucson, AZ.
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