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ABSTRACT:

Discharge of excess nutrients into surface water by agricultural production is a significant source of water pollution throughout the United States. A number of mechanisms can be used by policymakers to identify regions for initial abatement programs. One targeting mechanism that is commonly used is the phosphorus index, or P index. This paper develops the concept of an economic P index — one that incorporates into the conventional P index heterogeneous agricultural net returns across watersheds to better target abatement policies for agricultural phosphorus discharge. Using national-level data for phosphorus transport factors, source factors, and net returns, we find that targeting watersheds using an economic P index improves the potential cost-effectiveness of phosphorus abatement efforts by as much as 50% when compared with a conventional P index. Assuming average abatement costs vary in the same direction and magnitude as do agricultural net returns relative to phosphorus discharge potentials, targeting regions using an economic P index in coordination with a conventional P index reduces by more than 60% potential average costs of abatement.


Footnotes
	Robert C. Johnsson is an agricultural economist with the U.S. Department of Agricuture-Economic Research Service in the Resources and Environmental Policy Branch, Washington, D.C. Jonathan R. Randall is a senior environmental scientist with the URS Group in Gaithersburg, Maryland.

	Copyright 2003 by the Soil and Water Conservation Society





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    This article requires a subscription to view the full text. If you have a subscription you may use the login form below to view the article. Access to this article can also be purchased.
  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

  Username *
 



  Password *
 





Forgot your user name or password?




Purchase access
You may purchase access to this article. This will require you to create an account if you don't already have one.

  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
        In this issue

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
    
      [image: Journal of Soil and Water Conservation: 58 (5)]

  
  
      
      
          Journal of Soil and Water Conservation      
      
        	Vol. 58, Issue 5 September/October 2003 


      
      
        		Table of Contents
	Table of Contents (PDF)
	About the Cover
	Index by author
	Front Matter (PDF)




      




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Article Alerts

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  User Name *
 



  Password *
 


Sign In to Email Alerts with your Email Address

  Email *
 








  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Email Article

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for your interest in spreading the word on Journal of Soil and Water Conservation.
NOTE: We only request your email address so that the person you are recommending the page to knows that you wanted them to see it, and that it is not junk mail. We do not capture any email address.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Incorporating economics into the phosphorus index: An application to U.S. Watersheds



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has sent you a message from Journal of Soil and Water Conservation



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would like to see the Journal of Soil and Water Conservation web site.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.



  Math question *
 6 + 6 =  
Solve this simple math problem and enter the result. E.g. for 1+3, enter 4.









  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      
  
  
  
  
      Incorporating economics into the phosphorus index: An application to U.S. Watersheds
  
    	R. C. Johansson, J. R. Randall

  
    	Journal of Soil and Water Conservation Sep 2003, 58 (5) 224-231; 

  
  
  



  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Request Permissions  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
  
  
      Incorporating economics into the phosphorus index: An application to U.S. Watersheds
  
    	R. C. Johansson, J. R. Randall

  
    	Journal of Soil and Water Conservation Sep 2003, 58 (5) 224-231; 

  
  
  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
        Jump to section

    
  
  
    	Article
	Info & Metrics
	References
	 PDF



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
     Related Articles
	No related articles found.



	Google Scholar




 Cited By...
	No citing articles found.



	Google Scholar



 More in this TOC Section
	
  
  
  
  
      Can nitrogen in fall-planted legume cover crops be credited to maize?  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      Manure injection effects on soil nitrate, carbon mineralization, and POXC dynamics and spatial distribution under corn silage  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      Eco-hydrological functioning of multi-aged dryland afforestation systems  
  
  
  
  






Show more Research Section

 Similar Articles






  



  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
        Content

    
  
  
    	Current Issue
	Early Online
	Archive
	Subject Collections

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Info For

    
  
  
    	Authors
	Reviewers
	Subscribers
	Advertisers

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Customer Service

    
  
  
    	Subscriptions
	Permissions and Reprints
	Terms of Use
	Privacy

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        SWCS

    
  
  
    	Membership
	Publications
	Meetings and Events
	Conservation Career Center

  


  
  



  


    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    [image: ]  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    © 2024 Soil and Water Conservation Society

  




  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
    
  
      







  