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    Abstract

Assessments of conservation effects are being conducted to determine the effectiveness of agricultural conservation practices. The practice of nutrient supplement placement to improve livestock distribution has not been designated a “best management practice” by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). Three studies in California visually and statistically document the effectiveness of nutrient supplement placement for changing livestock distribution. The initial study conducted in the Sierra Nevada foothills demonstrated that use of riparian patches could be reduced with strategic placement of dehydrated molasses supplement. A study on an adjacent ranch found that during the dry season, supplement placement effectively redistributed livestock by attracting them into a zone that extended out to about 600 m (1,980 ft) from the supplement. In a study on a coastal ranch in San Luis Obispo County, nutrient supplements were used to attract cows into an ungrazed forest adjacent to grazed grassland. The results of the studies reported here support the effectiveness of supplement placement for changing livestock distribution. Integration of supplement placement practices into best management practices and into NRCS's prescribed grazing standard is supported by this research.


Footnotes
	Melvin R. George is an extension rangeland management specialist with the California Rangeland Research and Information Center in the Plant Sciences Department at the University of California, Davis, California. Neil K. McDougald is a livestock and range management advisor with the Fresno/Madera Counties University of California Cooperative Extension, Madera, California. Wayne A. Jensen is a livestock and range management advisor with the Santa Barbara/San Luis Obispo Counties University of California Cooperative Extension, Santa Maria, California. Royce E. Larsen is a watershed advisor with the San Luis Obispo/Monterey Counties University of California Cooperative Extension, Templeton, California. David C. Cao is a GIS specialist with North Fork Associates, Auburn, California. Norman R. Harris is an assistant professor in the College of Agriculture at the University of Alaska, Palmer, Alaska.
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