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    Excerpt

The Conservation Effects Assessment Project (CEAP) component aimed at assessing conservation on grazing lands was initiated in 2006.

“Grazing land” is a collective term used by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for rangeland, pastureland, grazed forestland, native and naturalized pasture, hayland, and grazed cropland (figure 1). Although grazing is generally a predominant use on grazing lands, the term is applied independently of any actual use for grazing. Grazing land is also described as land used primarily for production of forage plants maintained or manipulated primarily through grazing management. It includes all lands having plants harvestable by grazing without reference to land tenure, other land uses, management, or treatment practices.

Rangelands comprise approximately 40% of the landmass of the United States, including nearly 80% of the lands of the western states. Much of the rangelands in the west are sparsely populated, and conditions on that land are not well documented over extensive areas. Rangelands provide valuable grazing lands for livestock and wildlife and serve as a source of high quality water, clean air, and open spaces for the benefit of both society and nature. While rangelands occur in every region of the North American continent, they are the dominant…


Footnotes
	Mark A. Weltz is a rangeland hydrologist, USDA Agricultural Research Service (ARS), Reno, Nevada. Leonard Jolley is a rangeland ecologist, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Beltsville, Maryland. Mark Nearing is an agricultural engineer, Jeff Stone is a hydrologist, and Dave Goodrich is a hydraulic engineer, USDA ARS, Tucson, Arizona. Fred Pierson is a hydrologist, USDA ARS, Boise, Idaho. Ken Spaeth is a rangeland hydrologist, USDA NRCS, Ft. Worth, Texas. Jim Kiniry is an agronomist and Jeff Arnold is an agricultural engineer, with the USDA ARS, Temple, Texas. David Bubenheim is a plant physiologist at the Ames Research Center, National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Moffett Field, California. Mariano Hernandez and Haiyan Wei are hydrologists at the University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona.

	© 2008 by the Soil and Water Conservation Society
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