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This past June, a headline in the St. Louis Post Dispatch read, “Soil Erosion Is on the Rise.” The article reported, “Soil scientists say they're seeing more erosion on farmland than they have in years…The erosion…could begin to reverse decades of progress.” Moreover, the article continued, “As grain prices have soared, more farmers have taken their marginal cropland out of the Conservation Reserve Program” (Gustin 2013).

The problem of soil erosion is not just a midwestern problem; it is a national problem. Recently, the Environmental Working Group published a report claiming that between 2008 and 2012 about 28,500 km2 (11,000 mi2) of wetlands and highly erodible land were plowed up nationwide, partly due to the high pay-outs of federally subsidized crop insurance (Cox and Rundquist 2013). In addition, there are significant land use changes now taking place in the western Corn Belt as the doubling of commodity prices has created incentives for landowners to convert grassland to corn and soybean cropping, a practice that threatens grasslands and wetland habitat (Wright and Wimberly 2013).

Earlier this year, I spoke with SWCS Executive Director Jim Gulliford about his observation that some farmers were considering or buying new moldboard plows and switching from…


	© 2013 by the Soil and Water Conservation Society




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    This article requires a subscription to view the full text. If you have a subscription you may use the login form below to view the article. Access to this article can also be purchased.
  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

  Username *
 



  Password *
 





Forgot your user name or password?




Purchase access
You may purchase access to this article. This will require you to create an account if you don't already have one.

  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
        In this issue

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
    
      [image: Journal of Soil and Water Conservation: 68 (6)]

  
  
      
      
          Journal of Soil and Water Conservation      
      
        	Vol. 68, Issue 6 November/December 2013 


      
      
        		Table of Contents
	About the Cover
	Index by author
	Front Matter (PDF)




      




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Article Alerts

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  User Name *
 



  Password *
 


Sign In to Email Alerts with your Email Address

  Email *
 








  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Email Article

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for your interest in spreading the word on Journal of Soil and Water Conservation.
NOTE: We only request your email address so that the person you are recommending the page to knows that you wanted them to see it, and that it is not junk mail. We do not capture any email address.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 A certain wholeness: The dividends of conservation



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has sent you a message from Journal of Soil and Water Conservation



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would like to see the Journal of Soil and Water Conservation web site.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.



  Math question *
 2 + 0 =  
Solve this simple math problem and enter the result. E.g. for 1+3, enter 4.









  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      
  
  
  
  
      A certain wholeness: The dividends of conservation
  
    	Clark Gantzer

  
    	Journal of Soil and Water Conservation Nov 2013, 68 (6) 155A-158A; DOI: 10.2489/jswc.68.6.155A 

  
  
  



  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Request Permissions  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
  
  
      A certain wholeness: The dividends of conservation
  
    	Clark Gantzer

  
    	Journal of Soil and Water Conservation Nov 2013, 68 (6) 155A-158A; DOI: 10.2489/jswc.68.6.155A 

  
  
  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
        Jump to section

    
  
  
    	Article
	Info & Metrics
	References
	 PDF



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
     Related Articles
	No related articles found.



	Google Scholar




 Cited By...
	No citing articles found.



	Google Scholar



 More in this TOC Section
A Section

	
  
  
  
  
      Low-overhead dairy grazing: A specific solution to a vexing problem  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      Agriculture intensification as a critical step to enhance sustainable productive systems  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      “Borders” as a metaphor in implementing large-scale, holistic water sustainability research  
  
  
  
  






Show more A Section


Viewpoints

	
  
  
  
  
      Dynamic tools unify fragmented 4Rs into an integrative nitrogen management approach  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      Saving global land resources by enhancing eco-efficiency of agroecosystems  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      Principles and policies for soil and water conservation  
  
  
  
  






Show more Viewpoints




 Similar Articles






  



  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
        Content

    
  
  
    	Current Issue
	Early Online
	Archive
	Subject Collections

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Info For

    
  
  
    	Authors
	Reviewers
	Subscribers
	Advertisers

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Customer Service

    
  
  
    	Subscriptions
	Permissions and Reprints
	Terms of Use
	Privacy

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        SWCS

    
  
  
    	Membership
	Publications
	Meetings and Events
	Conservation Career Center

  


  
  



  


    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    [image: ]  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    © 2024 Soil and Water Conservation Society

  




  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
    
  
      







  