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    After they've bought the fee…
Excerpt

Farmers and ranchers in every part of the nation are plagued by conflict between agricultural and residential uses of land (2), most notably on the urban fringe (1). This conflict arises from agricultural odors, noise, dust, and chemical spraying and from indiscriminate refuse disposal, traffic congestion, and an increased incidence of trespass, theft, and vandalism of farm machinery, crops, and livestock. At times the conflict clearly costs farmers money. It also reduces agricultural efficiency and sometimes lands farmers in court. Ultimately, conflict on the urban fringe threatens farmers' security by increasing the possibility that they prematurely will be forced off their land and out of business.

Zoning for protection

Land use conflict is nothing new, of course. But most such conflict has thus far been limited to urban areas.

In the 1900s, after the industrial revolution had reached its maturity, most U.S. cities found it necessary to separate the use of land by industry, with its by-products of noise and pollution, from growing residential areas. This was to protect the health, safety, and property values of landowners. The concept of zoning, born in New York City in 1916, is now a standard feature of nearly every urban …


Footnotes
	Edward Thompson, Jr., is the director of the Agricultural Lands Project, National Association of Counties Research Foundation, 1735 New York Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006. Opinions expressed in this article are the author's and do not necessarily reflect the views of the NACo Research Foundation.

	Copyright 1981 by the Soil and Water Conservation Society
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