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PLANS to control nonpoint sources of pollution developed under Section 208 of Public Law 92-500 define approaches to protecting water quality and desired stream uses. An important issue in the 208 planning process is the type of land management approach used to control sediment problems.

One approach is to continue traditional soil erosion control programs at higher levels of funding. The objective: Reduce erosion to Soil Conservation Service t-values, which are standards for protecting the soil's long-term productivity. The approach is applied regardless of how severe sediment problems in streams might be.

This approach might be referred to as source control. The Illinois Task Force on Agricultural Nonpoint Sources of Pollution recommended its use in 1978, but did not project what changes in water quality would occur (13). The task force assumed that desirable changes in water quality would take place.

A second approach relates the choice of land management practices and their locations to water use and water quality goals. This approach has been called instream water quality management, but it might also be referred to as water-based land management (WBLM).

WBLM tailors land management to problems in specific watersheds. Planners can thus …


Footnotes
	Craig Osteen is an economist, Natural Resource Economics Division, Economics and Statistics Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250, formerly a visiting assistant professor, Department of Forestry, University of Illinois. Wesley D. Seitz is a professor, Department of Agricultural Economics, University of Illinois, Urbana, 61801. John B. Stall is a consulting research hydrologist, Urbana. Research for this article was conducted in the Institute for Environmental Studies, with support from the Illinois Agricultural Experiment Station under a grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Research Laboratory, Athens, Georgia, EPA-68-03-2597.
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