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ABSTRACT:

The effectiveness of forested buffer strips for controlling nutrient loss from agricultural land to streams is not well documented. To clarify this effectiveness, an attempt was made to determine whether considering the proximity of two land use types (agriculture and forest) to streams improved the ability to predict nutrient levels over simply using the proportion of watersheds occupied by each land use. Results indicated that considering the proximity of these land uses did not improve this predictive ability. One reason may be that the long-term effects of near-stream vegetation in reducing stream nutrient levels is negligible.


Footnotes
	James A. Omernik is a geographer with the Corvallis Environmental Research Laboratory. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 200 S.W. 35th Street, Corvallis, Oregon 97330; A. Ray Abernathy is a professor in the Department of Environmental Systems Engineering, Clem-son University, Clemson, South Carolina 29631; and Larry M. Male is an operations research analyst with CERL, EPA, Corvallis.
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