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    Excerpt

In response to criticisms that its land capability classification and land inventory and monitoring systems were of little value to local planners in determining what land should remain in agriculture, the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) in 1981 created LESA, the agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment. The system has been implemented in two counties within each of six states: Florida, Illinois, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Washington. Pilot counties in all other states are now being added to the list.

One of the first pilot tests of LESA was in Whitman County, Washington, where local officials have worked closely with state and federal officials to adapt the system to local circumstances. The approach reported here is still being refined and tested.

Land evaluation

LESA is actually a combination of two separate subsystems: a land evaluation subsystem and a site assessment subsystem. The land evaluation subsystem incorporates four rating systems: land capability classification, land inventory and monitoring, soil productivity, and soil potential. SCS recommends that one of the latter two ratings be used in conjunction with the first two ratings. Soil potential ratings, which are preferred, indicate the relative quality of a soil for a particular agricultural use. These ratings integrate soil …


Footnotes
	Richard W. Dunford is an associate professor of agricultural economics at Washington State University, Pullman, 99164. R. Dennis Roe is a district conservationist with the Soil Conservation Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture. Colfax. Washington 99111. Frederic R. Steiner is an associate professor of environmental science and regional planning at Washington State University. William R. Wagner, former director of the Whitman County Regional Planning Council, is director, Oregon District Four Council of Governments, Corvallis, 97333. Lloyd E. Wright is a land use planner with SCS. USDA. Washington, D.C. 20013. Washington State University Scientific paper no. 6414.

	Copyright 1983 by the Soil and Water Conservation Society
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