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THE Bureau of Land Management (BLM) under the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, manages millions of acres of federally owned land under multiple-use and sustained-yield principles.

BLM's land and water management decisions are based on resource inventories, identification of issues, and evaluation of management alternatives. One objective is to establish and maintain land use practices that protect water and related biological resources from chemical, physical, or biological deterioration.

Nonpoint-source water quality issues, of course, fall within these bounds. Monitoring water quality and developing and implementing control measures is no small task, considering the extent of BLM-ad-ministered lands. Included among the 175 million acres of public land in the 11 western states are an estimated 61,500 miles of streams and 282,500 acres of ponds, lakes, and reservoirs. Including Alaskan lands, these figures rise to 380,500 miles of streams and 3.1 million acres of water.

Both the Federal Land Policy and Management Act and the Clean Water Act of 1977 influence BLM policy and responsibilities in nonpoint-source water quality management. The Federal Land Policy and Management Act requires periodic inventories of natural resources, including water, on BLM …


Footnotes
	Bruce P. Van Haveren, Eric B. Janes, and William L. Jackson are hydrologists with the Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Department of the Interior, Denver Service Center, Lakewood, Colorado, 80225.
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