
    
      Skip to main content
    

        
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    [image: ]

  




  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  


  
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  	Home
	Content 	Current Issue
	Early Online
	Archive
	Subject Collections


	Info For 	Authors
	Reviewers
	Subscribers
	Advertisers


	About 	About JSWC
	Editorial Board
	Permissions
	Alerts
	RSS Feeds
	Contact Us
	Special Issue: Call for Papers





  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        User menu

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  	Register
	Subscribe
	My alerts
	Log in
	 My Cart



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        Search

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Advanced search

  


  
  



  



  


  
  




  



    

  



  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    [image: Journal of Soil and Water Conservation]  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  


  
      
  	    
  
    
  
              

            
    
          

  

  



  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Register
	Subscribe
	My alerts
	Log in
	 My Cart

  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  


  
  
    
  
        
            
        [image: Journal of Soil and Water Conservation]      

                

          



  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced Search
  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
        
  
                
    
      	Home
	Content 	Current Issue
	Early Online
	Archive
	Subject Collections


	Info For 	Authors
	Reviewers
	Subscribers
	Advertisers


	About 	About JSWC
	Editorial Board
	Permissions
	Alerts
	RSS Feeds
	Contact Us
	Special Issue: Call for Papers




    

  



  
                
    
      	 Follow SWCS on Twitter
	 Visit SWCS on Facebook

    

  


  



  

  
  
  	      

    
      
    
      
        
    
  
    
                        
  
                
    
      
	  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
      OtherFeaturesV

  
      

  
      Is professionalism really definable?
  
    	Daniel A. Poole

  
    	Journal of Soil and Water Conservation March 1986,  41 (2) 68; 

  
  
  


Daniel A. Poole 
	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site




  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    	Article
	Info & Metrics
	References
	 PDF


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    Excerpt

PRINTED statements from my trash collector tell me he is a professional. Yet he routinely leaves bits of unwanted materials on the street in front of my home. These unwelcome embellishments are not called for in our contract.

Mr. Goodwrench tells me he is a professional. Yet as often as not, when my car is serviced by Mr. Goodwrench, it runs little better than it did before it was surrended to his self-proclaimed, all-knowing ministrations.

Physicians are professionals, and they too have a professional society. Yet substantiated malpractice and incompetence by members of that profession demonstrate the fallibility of such absolute claim.

In my view, professionalism cannot be claimed or bought. It must be earned.

Professionalism may well be indefinable, certainly in anything less than a monstrous monograph. Of two things I am convinced, however. The words “professional” and “professionalism” are “in” words, the convenient crutch for ad men who seek always for a word or brief phrase to carry a major burden. There is a well-engineered compulsion in our human society to relate to “in” things.

A second conviction is that professionalism does not mean unanimity of opinion …


Footnotes
	Daniel A. Poole is president of the Wildlife Management Institute, 1101 14th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005. This “Viewpoint” is based on remarks made at a meeting of the National Capital Chapter of The Wildlfie Society.

	Copyright 1986 by the Soil and Water Conservation Society
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