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ABSTRACT:

The new conservation reserve program invites owners or qualified operators of highly erodible cropland to convert that land to vegetative cover for a 10-year period in exchange for annual rents paid by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The American Farmland Trust commissioned a survey of representative samples of participants and nonparticipants in this program as of the summer of 1986. The total of 1,173 respondents came from 59 counties in 23 states. Counties were selected randomly from nationwide pools of counties with relatively large quantities of CRP-eligible land. Among the interviewed nonparticipants, the three most frequently cited reasons for not applying to the program were the perceptions that their land was not eroding badly enough to be eligible, that the compensation expected from USDA was too low, and that the 10-year period was too long. According to the members of both samples, the three program reforms most likely to attract new land into the CRP were permitting enrolled land to be grazed or hayed, allowing CRP acres to be used to meet set-aside requirements, and increasing the annual program rents paid by USDA.


Footnotes
	J. Duron Esseks is an associate professor in the Center for Governmental Studies and Department of Political Science, Northern Illinois University, De Kalb, 60115; Steven E. Kraft is an associate professor in the Department of Agribusiness Economics, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, 62907.
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