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ABSTRACT:

County or county-sized areas in Nebraska, Kansas, Iowa, Missouri, and Illinois were surveyed to obtain information on causes of hedgerow removal. Comparison of historical and recent aerial photographs revealed a considerable range of removal rates, ranging from 0.6% removal/year to 3.1%/year. Although numerous hedgerows were removed between the settlement period and 1940, rates of removal appear to have intensified recently. Significant factors affecting removal were development of centerpivot irrigation systems, urban expansion, and construction or improvement of roads.


Footnotes
	Bradley H. Baltensperger is an associate professor of geography, Michigan Technological University, Houghton, 49931.

	Copyright 1987 by the Soil and Water Conservation Society
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