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The nature of conservation planning varies from state to state. First, because of the variation in staffing and funds that are available. Second, because of the latitude given to U.S. Department of Agriculture agencies to develop the types and intensity of conservation treatment needed to meet the requirements of the farm bill. What follows is based largely on our situation in Mississippi.

Planning essential

We support development and implementation of a conservation plan as a viable means of assisting a landowner or user to get a soil and water conservation program established on his or her operating unit or farm. One of the first questions we ask so far as the involvement of state agencies is concerned is this: What can state agencies do?

One of the critical needs during the next few years will be to get farmers to become aware of the requirement that they must have a conservation plan. Our agency can help to accomplish this through information programs. We can keep informed and offer assistance to USDA in …


Footnotes
	Gale Martin is executive director of the Misshippi Soil and Water Consemation Commission, P.O. Box 23005, Jackson, 39225. This article is based on his presentation at the “American Agriculture at the Crossroads” conference.

	Copyright 1988 by the Soil and Water Conservation Society
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