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ABSTRACT:

Individual farmers and other landowners are expected to base their decisions on whether to participate in conservation compliance primarily on economic criteria, with profitability being an important determinant. Crop budgets were developed to identify the crop rotation that will generate the most net revenue for each of several conservation practices that meet a soil erosion goal of T—the soil tolerance value. The budgets show an economic advantage for soybeans over corn, wheat, and forages, regardless of the price scenario, in northern Missouri. If compliance reduces soybean production, the impact will be lower economic returns to land and management and, subsequently, to the value of the land itself. Educational programs warning investors of this potential outcome would be appropriate. Alternatives, such as long-term easements, new crops, and new cultural practices, need to be developed to help farmers (landowners) shift out of agricultural enterprises that are neither consistently profitable nor resource-sustainable.


Footnotes
	Nyle C. Wollenhaupt is an assistant professor in the Department of Agronomy and Melvin G. Blase is a professor in the Department of Agricultural Economics, University of Missouri, Columbia, 65211. The authors thank Harold F. Breimyer and Gary T. Devinofor reviewing the manuscript. This article is a contribution from the Missouri Agricultural Experiment Station, Journal Series Number 10,826.
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