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    Excerpt

NORTH Dakota's prairie wetlands were among the first in the nation to attract widespread public concern for protection and enhancement. Now, more than 25 years after the wetland issue first surfaced on the Starkweather watershed (3), North Dakota's wetlands remain in the forefront. Wetland controversies persist, fueled in part by reactions to the 1985 and 1990 farm bills' swampbuster provision and the Clean Water Act's 404 permitting process.

Controversies aside, the status of prairie wetlands has changed considerably during the past two and one-half decades. While the number of wetlands has diminished, their protection has increased, attitudes toward them have changed, and there is a somewhat better inventory of how many wetlands there are and where they are located.

The numbers

Half of North Dakota's 44 million acres of land lies within the Prairie Pothole region. Most of the five million acres of wetlands that existed in North Dakota before European settlement were within this region (6, 20). By 1984, about two million …


Footnotes
	Jay A. Leitch is an associate professor and James F. Baltezore is a research associate in the Department of Agricultural Economics, North Dakota State University, Fargo 581055636. Financial support for the study upon which this micle is based was provided by the US. Geological Survey through the North Dakota Water Resources Institute. This is North Dakota Agricultural Experiment Station Journal Entry No. 1983.

	Copyright 1992 by the Soil and Water Conservation Society
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