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ABSTRACT:

Rapid expansion of the Virginia poultry industry has resulted in poultry litter production that in certain areas exceeds the potential for use in crop agriculture. If land application exceeds crop requirements, litter production may result in environmental damage. In this study, potential litter surpluses in intensive poultry-producing Virginia counties were quantified. The costs of transferring such surpluses to litter-deficient areas were compared with the economic value of litter as fertilizer. Estimates of potential cropland and pasture for spreading litter took dairy manure production into account. Use of litter surpluses by transfer was found to be economically viable. Public policy actions are needed, however, to promote such transfer.


Footnotes
	Darrell J. Bosch is an associate professor and Krishna B. Napit is a former graduate research assistant in the Department of Agricultural Economics, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Blacksburg, 24061. The research was supported by the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation, Division of Soil and Water Conservation, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Marcus Alley, Eldridge Collins, Harold Roller, Leonard Shabman, and William Weaver helped conduct the research. The authors are solely responsible for any errors.

	Copyright 1992 by the Soil and Water Conservation Society
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