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We published an article on communications between agricultural and environmental interests in the May-June 1989 issue of the Journal. The premise of the article was that “people representing both perspectives can have trouble communicating with each other because of differing perceptions about what the problems are and how to view them, differing concepts of environmental quality and of the farm manager's responsibility and role in maintaining that quality, and differing institutional settings.” This article comments on changes in relationships between these interests in the past four years. Understanding these evolving changes is increasingly important as environmentalists become stronger players in agricultural policy, and as more agricultural activities are impacted by nonagricultural legislation.' When we wrote the 1989 article, the interjection of environ-mentalism into agricultural policy had been established. Environmentalists demonstrated clout by playing, for the first time in 1985, an important role in the farm bill; and data were beginning to confirm that agricultural activities cause environmental problems besides soil erosion. Agricultural interests were surprised, perhaps shocked, by enactment of some of the environmental provisions in the 1985 farm bill, and were starting to learn more about interacting with …


Footnotes
	Jeffrey Zinn and John Blodgett are analysts with the Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress. The views and opinions expressed are the authors, and do not necessarily reflect the findings or conclusions of the Congressional Research service or the Library of Congress. This paper was prepared in the fall of 1993, while Congress and the executive were working on the topics discussed.

	Copyright 1994 by the Soil and Water Conservation Society
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