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America’s Water: Federal Roles 
and Responsibilities. By Peter 
Rogers. 285  pp .  1993. T h e  
MIT Press, 55 Hayward Street, 
Cambr idge ,  Massachusetts 
02142  USA. $ 2 7 . 5 0  hard-  
bound. 

This book provides a highly 
informative, multidisciplinary 
approach to  the wide array of 
federal water issues. S ta r t ing  
with an overview of public poli- 
cy involved in water resources, 
the author proceeds to devote a 
number  of chapters  to  water 
management from scientific, his- 
torical, and rechnical poinrs of 
view. This excellent background 
is followed by chapters on eco- 
nomic and political intervenrion 
in water policy. Finally, the au- 
thor provides his personal pre- 
scription for federal water policy. 
However,  I disagree wi th  his 
summary that “Reading through 
s o  much  h is tory ,  hydro logy ,  
technology, economics, and po- 
litical science may seem a high 
price to pay for such mundane 
conclusions , ” But , he re minds 
us, serious analysts need a strong 
foundation, and “in a democracy 
no government policy is easy to 
explain or predict”! Thus, a text- 
book approach to the disciplines 
involved in federal water issues is 
broken up wirh refreshing in- 
sights and tidbits, including the 
origins of the term “pork barrel 
legislation.” 

In the author’s opinion, the 
federal water bureaucracy needs 
to be downsized and  stream- 
lined, and he provides specific 
examples of how this might be 
done. He  feels the basic empha- 
sis needs to be on water manage- 
ment rather than water develop- 
m e n t ,  now tha t  mosr o f  t he  
necessary large projects have 
been completed. A market orien- 
tation to water pricing would al- 
leviate shortages, he feels, al- 
t hough  some  regula t ion  will 
almost always be necessary due 
to inherent externality problems 
and economies of scale. 

The  significant trend toward 
environmental protection as it 
affects water policy is discussed. 
H e  feels education of the public 
is needed in order to address un- 
realistically high expectations in 
terms of water quality, environ- 
mental  p ro tec t ion ,  and  water 
cosrs. Potential hazards need to 
be prioritized, “rather than pur- 
suing hundreds of minor or even 
nonexistent hazards with scarce 
funds.” For example, the costs of 
meeting the requirements of the 
two most  recent federal laws 
dealing with water quality and 
drinking water standards is pro- 
jected to cost $167 billion be- 
tween 1993 and 2000. However, 
his agenda of specific issues that 
still need federal attention in- 
clude groundwater prorection, 
nonpoint source pollution, and 
maintenance of in-stream flows 
for ecological reasons. 

In the history chapter, Rogers 
reviews water policy under differ- 
ent administrations. Nixon was 
“surprisingly forward-looking,” 
with the establishment of the Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency and 
the 1972 Clean Water Act among 
his achievements. Carter advocated 
a stronger role for the states (as 
does the author), a policy which 
was extended under Reagan to in- 
clude cost sharing and price re- 
form. Bush as the self-proclaimed 
environmental president. had a dis- 
mal record, wirh his response to 
the 1983 Alaskan oil spill and his 
defeat of werlands prorection by 
narrowing their  definit ion.  
Quayle’s euphemistic Comperi- 
tiveness Council added to this 
record. The author feels Clinton 
has made an “auspicious start.” 

The author provides an excel- 
lent brief course on economics as 
applied to water issues, including 
resource and welfare economics. 
Whole semester courses are dis- 
tilled to their essences in layman’s 
terms, such as his presentation of 
the Coase theorem and the con- 
cept of marginal value being de- 
scribed as “if something is worth 

doing, it’s not worth doing well!” 
An excellent literature review de- 
scribing the classical economic 
theory underlying benefit-cost 
analysis is presented, followed by 
a succincr debunking of this ap- 
proach. He  favors the neoclassical 
economics framework, rather than 
other theoretical underpinnings 
including natural resource policies 
based on property rights, scarcity, 
o r  an ecological approach. H e  
feels the latter is “pieced together 
with a not altogether scientifically 
defensible idea of nature’s bal- 
ance ... overlaid wi th  a s t rong  
Protestant ethic of good steward- 
ship ... rhis is a powerful combina- 
tion that allows for science wor- 
sh ip ,  moral i nd igna t ion ,  and  
venting otherwise disembodied 
frustrations!” 

Overall, this book provides ex- 
cellent grounding in issues and 
disciplines involved in water is- 
sues. The author presents his own 
insighrful views of solutions to 
current failures and  problems 
wirh federal water policy. In addi- 
tion, several useful and informa- 
tive appendices are provided, in- 
cluding a chronology of federal 
water policy, a history of nonfed- 
era1 water policy, and listings of 
federal insritutions and Congres- 
sional committees involved in 
water policy. The book educates 
the reader concerning the broad 
issues underlying water policy in a 
succinct, intelligent fashion. In 
addition, it is an excellent refer- 
ence book on  water legislation 
and  federal agency involve- 
ment.-Kathleen Painter is a Post- 
doctoral Research Associate in the 
Department o f  Agricultural Eco- 
nomics, Washington State Universi- 
ty, Pullman. 

General 
Tips and Tricks in Outdoor Educa- 

tion: Approaches to  Providing 
Children with Educational Ex- 
periences in the Outdoors, Fi$h 
Edition. Edited by Malcolm D.  
Swan. 260 pp., 1994. Interstate 
Publishers, Inc., P.O. Box 50, 

Danville, IL 61834-0050: tele- 
phone (800) 843-4774. $22.95 
softbound. 

Power Surge: Guide to the Coming 
Energy Revolution. By Christo- 
pher  Flavin a n d  Nicholas 
Lenssen. 3 8 0  pp . ,  1994 .  
Worldwatch Insti tute,  1776 
Massachusetts Ave., N W ,  
Washington, D C  20036-1904 
USA: telephone (202)  452-  
1999. $10.95 softbound. 

Environmental Health f f a za  rds: 
Recognition and Avoidance. By 
Dona ld  E. Waire .  596 pp .  
1994. Environmental Health 
Consultants, 933 South High 
Street, Columbus, Ohio 43206 
USA. $21.95 hardbound. 

Kirk-Othmer Encyclopedia o f  
Chemical Technology, Volumt, 
12, Fourth Edition: Fuel Re- 
sources t o  Heat Stabilizers. 
Jacqueline I. Kroschwitz, exec- 
utive editor, and Mary Howe- 
Grant, editor. 1,091 pp., 1994. 
John Wiley and Sons, Inc., 605 
Third Avenue, New York, NY 
10158 USA telephone (212) 
850-6336. $295 hardbound. 

Institutional Mechanisms Support- 
ing Trade in Genetic Materials: 
Issues Under the Biodiversity 
Convention and GATTITRIPS. 
By Wil l iam Lesser. 7 2  pp . ,  
1994. United Nations Envi- 
ronment Programme. Order  
from Environment and Trade, 
U N E P ,  1 5 ,  chemin  des 
Anemones, CH- 12 19 Chare- 
laine,  Geneva, Switzerland, 
Softbound. 

The Biologicd and Enuironmentd 
Chemistry o f  Chromium. By 
Sidney  A. Katz and  Har ry  
Salem. 220 pp., 1994. V C H  
Publishers, Inc., 220 East 23rd 
Street, New York, NY 10010 
USA; telephone (212)  683-  
8333. $125 hardbound. 

Environment Abstracts. Service 
provides access to more than 
800 English-language scientific 
journals published in the Unir- 
ed States and abroad: updated 
monthly. Congressional Infor- 
mation Services, 4520 East- 
West Highway, Bethesda, MD 
208 14-3389 USA. Available in 
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pr in t ,  C D - R O M ,  magnetic 
rape, and microfiche. Prices 
range from approximately 
$500-$3,000. 

People and the Environment: Re- 
source Consumption, Population 
Growth, Women- World Re- 
sou~es 1994-1995: A Guide to 
the Global Environment. Pre- 
pared by the World Resources 
Institure. 400 pp., 1994. Ox- 
ford University Press, 2 0 0  
Madison Avenue, New York, 
NY 10016. $21.95 softbound. 

Agriculture 
Agricultural Ethics: Issues for the 

21st Century. Edited by Peter 
G .  Har te l ,  Kathryn Paxton 
George, and James Vorsr. 70 
pp., 1994. American Society of 
Agronomy, Crop Science Soci- 
ety of America, and Soil Sci- 
ence Society of America. Order 
from ASA, CSSA, SSSA Head- 
quarters Office, Book Order 
Deparrment, 677 South Segoe 
Road, Madison, W I  53711- 
1086 USA. $21 softcover. 

The Future IJse of Conservation 
Reserve Program Acres: A Na- 
tional Survey o f  Farm Owners 
and Operators. Prepared by C. 
T im Osborn ,  Max Schnepf, 
and Russ Keim. 47 pp., 1994. 
Soil and Water Conservation 
Sociery, 7515  N E  Ankeny 
Road, ,4nkeny, IA 50021;  
phone  1 -800-THE-SOIL. 
$19.50 sofrbound. 

Fish and Wildlife 

The Impacts o f  Climate on Fish- 
eries. By Michael H .  Glantz. 36 
pp., 1994. United Nations En- 
vironmental Program (UNEP 
Environmenr Library No. 13), 
P .O.  Box 3 0 5 5 2 ,  Nai robi ,  
Kenya. Softbound. 

Law, Legislation, and 
Politics 
State Groundwater Regulation: 

Guide to  Laws, Standards, and 
Risk Assessment. By Sally Ben- 
jamin and David Belluck. 654 
pp., 1994. The Bureau of Na- 
tional Affairs, Inc. Order from 
BNA Books, P.O. Box 6036, 
Rockville, M D  20850-9914 
USA; telephone (800)  372-  
1033. $105. 

Pesticides 
New Directions in Pesticide Re- 

search, Development, Manage- 
ment, and Policy-Proceedings 
of the Fourth National Pesticide 
Conference. 850  pp . ,  1994 .  
Publication Services, Virginia 
Wate r  Resources Research 
Center, 617 N.  Main Street, 
Blacksburg, VA 24060-3397; 
telephone (703) 231-8036. $45 
softbound. 

Planning 
The Tranport~tion/Lnnd Use Con- 

nection. By Terry Moore and 
Paul Thorsnes. 140 pp., 1994. 
APA Planning Advisory Service 

Report No. 4481443. Order 
from APA Planners Press, 13 13 
E. 60ch Street ,  Chicago, IL 
60637; telephone (312) 955- 
9100. $50 softbound. 

Visions fo r  a N e w  American 
Dream: Process, Principles, and 
an Ordinance to Plan and De- 
sign Small Co m in u n ities, 2nd 
Edition. By Anton C. Nelessen. 
374 pp., 1994. APA Planners 
Press, 1313  E. 6 0 t h  Street ,  
Chicago, IL 60637; relephone 
(312)  955-9100 .  $ 5 0  sof t -  
bound. 

A Better Place to  Live: Reshaping 
the American Suburb. By Philip 
Langdon. 296 pp., 1934. Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts Press, 
P.O. Box 429, Amherst, MA 
01004 USA; telephone (413) 
545-2219. $29.35 hardbound. 

Rangeland 
Variability in Rangeland Water 

Erosion Processes. Edited by 
W.H.  Blackburn, F.B. Pierson, 
G.E. Schuman, and R. Zarr- 
man. 106 pp., 1994. Soil Sci- 
ence Society of America, Book 
Order Department, 677 Sourh 
Segoe Road,  Mad i son ,  W I  
53711-1086 USA. $24  sofr- 
bound. 

Soils 
Environmental Soil Science. By 

10016 USA; relephone (212) 
696-3000. $65 Hardbound. 

Waste Management 
Waste Containment Systems, Waste 

Stabilization, and Landfills: De- 
sign and Evaluation. By Hari 
D. Sharma and  Sangeeta P. 
Lewis. 588  pp., 1994.  John  
Wiley  a n d  Sons,  Inc . ,  6 0 5  
Third Avenue, New York, NY 
10158 USA; telephone (212) 
850-6336. $74.95 hardbound. 

Water Resources 

International Waters o f  the Middle 
East: From Euphrates t o  Nile. 
Edited by Asit K. Biswas. 221 
pp., 1994. Oxford Universiry 
Press, 200 Madison Avenue, 
New York, NY 10016 USA. 
$19.95 hardbound. 

Global Water Resource Issues. By 
Gordon J. Young, James C.I. 
Dooge, and John C .  Rodda. 
194  p p . ,  1994 .  Cambr idge  
University Press, 40 West 20th 
Street, New York, NY 1001 1- 
421 1 USA. $44.95 hardbound. 

Hydrologp and Water Supply f o r  
Pond Aquaculture. By Kyung H .  
Yo0 and Claude E. Boyd. 483 
pp., 1994. Routledge, Chapman 
Hall, 29 West 35 Street, New 
York, NY 10001 USA. $82.50 
Hardbound. 

Kim H. Tan.  304  pp., 1994. 
Marcel Dekker, Inc., 270 Madi- 
son Avenue, New York, NY 

The Pollution o f  Lakes and Reser- 
voirs (UNEP Environment Li- 
bray No. 12). By rhe Interna- 
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tional Lake Environment Com- 
mittee Foundation and Robin 
Clarke. 35 pp., 1994. United 
Nations Environment Pro- 
gramme, P.O. Box 30522,  
Nairobi, Kenya. Softbound. 
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f r o m t h e W d B a n K s ~  
Ihrelmadw 
-,AmaPdi$Mm&d 
DeCenbes&lO, 1992 Edited 
by Guy Le Moigne, K. William 
Easter, Walter J. Ochs, and 
Sandra Giltner. 1 15 pp., 1994. 
The World Bank, Washington, 
D.C. Order from'World Bank 
Publications, P.O. Box 7247- 
86 19, Philadelphia, PA 19 1 70- 
86 1 9 USA$8.95 softbound. 

aairageRindplesdAPpEQ. 
tions, 2nd Revised Edition. 
1,200 pp. 1993. International 
Institute for Land Reclama- 
tion and Improvement, P.O. 
Box 45 ,6700 AA Wagenin- 
gen, The  Netherlands. Dfl. 
1 75, us .  $100. 

W e t  l a n d s  

mkdsofSeetma4n3lI&5m 
WdmKbmNathRlkda, us.  
Department of Interior, Na- 
tional Biological Survey. 1 6  
pp, 1994. Order from Publica- 
tions Unit, National Biological 
Survey, 1849 C. Street, N.W, 
Mail Stop 130, Webb Bldg., 
Washington, DC 20240 USA 
telephone (800) 553-6847. No 
price given, softbound. 

EmbgYad-aEm- 
&ewlesirlepatE Edited by 
Louise C. d e  Waal, Lois E. 
Child, P. Max Wade, and John 
H. Brock. 2 17 pp., 1994. John 
Wiley and Sons,  Inc., 605 
Third Avenue, New York, NY 
10 1 58 USA, telephone (2 1 2) 
850-6336.$95 hardbound. 

FlamermSpdnEs - mtkUkt= 
~~~A~ 
of Focus G ~ ~ J s  Prepared by 
Max Schnepf. 58 pp., 1994. 
Soil and Water Conservation 
Society, 75  15 NE Ankeny 
Road, Ankeny, IA 50021;  
phone 1 -800-THE-SOIL. 
$19.95 softbound. 
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