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achieve sustainability. We promote and prac- 
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e could look back on a rich tradition 
of research reporting in the Journal W of Soil and Water Conservation. But, 

with the changes in the Journal, and with the 
changes coming every day in natural resources 
and in the peoples of the earth, let’s look ahead. 
I have some thoughts to share. These are based 
on several recent experiences. 

One of the most recent experiences was eval- 
uation of the research articles in the Journal in 
1997. What an amazing diversity! In 1997, re- 
search subjects published in the Journal includ- 
ed water quality, soil quality, CW, GIS applica- 
tions, water use efficiency, restoration, 
economics, sustainable farming and conserva- 
tion compliance. It was heartening to see in 
consecutive articles “Soil erosion and sediment 
yield in forest and agroforestry areas in west 
Java, Indonesia” and “Occurrence and flux of 
selected pesticides in surface water of the upper 
Snake River basin, Idaho, and western 
Wyoming.” This diversity reflects the interest of 
the membership, the natural resource commu- 
nity, and SWCS’s policy of publishing if it is of 
significance to our membership, and if it is 
good. This is an important policy that must be 
maintained. The Journal must continue to 
focus on publishing good, significant work, and 
to continue the amazing diversity. 

What this means is that we must attract and 
maintain a membership that is relevant in sci- 
ence and is relevant in their approach to devel- 
oping solutions to today’s broad range of natur- 
al resource issues. We must focus on strategies 
within our organization that attract the best to 
publish in our journal and to  participate 
strongly in our professional society and its vari- 
ous activities. In a recent email, Doug Kleine 
suggested several excellent strategies for aligning 
editorial priorities with SWCS priorities, and 
on focusing theJournal in selected areas. 

A second recent experience was trying to cap- 
ture for a book chapter the research experience 

in the 20th century related to soil erosion (by 
water) research in the United States. What a 
thrill it was to again study the works of Louder- 
milk, Duley, Miller, Smith, Ellison, and Wis- 
chmeier, and then to review the more recent 
works of Meyer, Foster, Lentz, Nearing, and 
dozens of others. And then, to try to speculate 
what I would be writing about on the same 
topic in a century (if I were here), and what 
that means to the research establishment of 
today. At the end of that writing, the conclu- 
sion was that there will be a never-ending strug- 
gle to maintain and enhance our natural re- 
source base, and that this will require us to use 
every weapon at our disposal if the world is to 
feed its people and maintain its natural resource 
base. We must maintain a sound research estab- 
lishment that merits the support of the Ameri- 
can taxpayer, and we must also maintain a 
sound commitment to translate research results 
to the user. 

Can you imagine what changes will take 
place in the next century for SWCS and its 
membership? My ability to make a computa- 
tion has changed from about 0.5 per second to 
something approaching 1,000,000,000 per 
second (the difference between the mechanical 
calculator I used in 1960 and the 233 mhz 
pentium I1 I use now). Abelson, in a recent 
issue of Science, talks about the 3rd technolog- 
ical revolution, the genomics revolution (fol- 
lowing the industrial revolution and the com- 
puter-based revolution). Will the scientists 
and practitioners in the genome revolution 
find the Journal a desirable place to publish 
their writings related to this revolution and 
soil and water conservation? And, what will 
be the revolutions in the 21st century beyond 
the genome revolution, and how will SWCS 
and its membership participate in those revo- 
lutions? What a challenge! Are we up to it? 
We’d better be if we’re to remain a relevant 
professional society and a relevant journal. 
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