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On Rims and Ridges: I;be Los 
Ahnos Area Since 1880 

By Hal K. Rothman. Lincoln: 
University of Nebraska Press, 
1992, Epilogue to the Paper- 
back Edition 1997, xiii + 
384 pp., ISBN 0-8032- 
390 1-7 

Hal V. Rothman uses his ex- 
tensive knowledge of the envi- 
ronmental geography of the 
Los Alamos, New Mexico area, 
in compiling this scholarly 
work. Rothman vividly pre- 
sents the whole historical pic- 
ture, which is critical to un- 
derstanding how federal 
government agencies guided 
the economic development 
and growth of a region with 
limited natural resources. 

The first section of the book 
focused on the work of Edgar 
Hewett and his efforts to cre- 
ate a national park on the Pa- 
jarito Plateau to preserve the 
pueblos and archaeological re- 
sources of the area. From 1900 
to 1930, several attempts were 
made to create a national park. 
Local interests were not con- 
vinced that a national park 
would create any economic 
advantages. A national park 
would restrict the develop- 
ment of farming and ranching. 
Furthermore, New Mexicans 
felt that federal agencies had 
too much control. As more 
people moved into the area, 
competition for its limited re- 
sources increased. The failure 
to create a national park in 
1906 ended the movement to 
preserve archaeological re- 
sources. In proceeding efforts 
to create a national park, ar- 
chaeological preservation be- 
came secondary to economic 
reasons as national parks be- 
came an important way to at- 
tract tourists. 

The efforts to create a na- 
tional park culminated in 
19 16 with the establishment 
of Bandelier National Monu- 
ment. The 22,400 acre monu- 
ment was a victory for the 
U.S. Forest Service who re- 
garded a national park as a 
threat to commercial value 
and development of forest 
lands. To local residents, the 
timber and pasture land of the 
region wtzs their future ticket 
to prosperity. A national park 
reserve would have denied 
them their goals. 

By the 1930s, the U.S. gov- 
ernment and social institu- 
tions had a firm hold on the 
Los Alamos region. The New 
Deal created greater economic 
dependence on the federal 
government. The New Deal 
programs were implemented 
to prime the economic pump. 
They were not intended to re- 
place traditional institutions. 
Bandelier National Monu- 
ment received the most bene- 
fits from New Deal programs. 

During the second world 
war, war-related industries 
took administrative control 
away from the U.S. Forest Ser- 
vice and Park Service on the 
Paj ar i t o P 1 at  eau . Western 
towns with military based in- 
dustries prospered, while 
places without these industries 
struggled to develop. In the 
early 1940s, the U.S. Army 
developed a secret atomic 
bomb research laboratory in 
Los Alamos. Created in 1947, 
the Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion developed into a domi- 
nant  federal government 
agency in Los Alamos. The 
Atomic Energy Commission 
was a real economic boost to 
the region; however, the com- 
mission inhibited the develop- 
ment of a diverse economy. 

Growth in Los Alamos was 
more than the Pajarito Plateau 
could support without causing 
damage. To keep scientists 
content,  the government 
transformed Los Alamos into 
an American suburb. T h e  
emergence of Los Alamos led 
to an Anglo upper-middle 
class without a traditional 
middle class. The high cost of 
living in the city forced His- 
panos and Indians to live in 
nearby counties. 

After World War 11, Los 
Alamos citizens clamored for 
development, but by the 
1980’s, they favored growth 
management. Federal funds 
rescued the Pajarito Plateau 
from oblivion. It became a fed- 
eral protectorate administered 
for reasons that had no rela- 
tionship to its cultural or his- 
torical geography. Without the 
laboratory, the economy would 
face rural west poverty or rely 
upon the tourist industry. 
Rothman reiterates that Los 
Alamos did not take the time 
to evaluate what might occur if 
the military no longer needed 
the laboratory’s research. 

The research that Rothman 
put forth to complete his work 
is phenomenal. He distinctly 
depicts the physical geography. 
The illustrations in the book 
add depth to the text. Roth- 
man does a superb drop of de- 
scribing the complex, federal 
agency policies and economic 
development in this rural iso- 
lated region. Rothman con- 
cludes by identifying several 
contemporary, community de- 
velopment challenges that citi- 
zens and planners must ad- 
dress to enhance the Los 
Alamos area. 

-Reviewed by Jerold E.  
Braatz, University of Wiscon- 
sin-Extension, Chilton, W I  
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