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ABSTRACT:

The emerging site-specific management (SSM) technologies will allow farmers to manage each parcel of land in a manner consistent with its unique endowments. The consequence of reducing the scale of land area that is managed uniquely is to substantially reduce the number of cropped acres for which inputs are either over- or under-applied. The potential impact of SSM on farm receipts, variable input costs, and fixed investment costs are explored. The likely impact of farm size on profitability of SSM adoption also is explored. A hypothetical case is implored to chnonstrate the economic value of various components of SSM. Finally the potential environmental consequences of SSM for society are explored.


Footnotes
	M. T. Batte is the Fred N. Van Buren Professor of Fann Management with the Department of Agricultural Environmental, and Development Economics, The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio. Salaries and research support are provided by State and Federal funds appropriated to the Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center, The Ohio State University, and by U.S. Department of Agriculture Grant No. 97–36200–5239, Economic and Environmental Evaluation of Site Specific Farming Technologies.
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