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ABSTRACT:

Three tillage systems used in continuous cropping and rotations with wheat (Triticum aestivum L.) and grain sorghum [Sorghum bicolor (L.) Moench] were compared. Experiment station yield data and annual price data from 1986 to 1335 were coupled with 1995 cost-of-production estimates to determine expected net returns for a typical dryland farm in south central Kansas. In general, risk analysis indicated that risk-averse managers preferred reduced-tillage systems. A rotation of reduced-tillage sorghum and no-tillage wheat was preferred by moderately risk-averse producers. A combination of reduced-tillage continuous sorghum and redtued-tillage continuous wheat was preferred by more risk-averse producers. Planting wheat and grain sorghum in a rotation provided a small economic advantage compared to planting a single crop of wheat or sorghum.


Footnotes
	Jeffery R. Williams is a professor, Department of Agricultural Economics, and Mark M. Claassen is an associate professor, Department of Agronomy, Kansas State University, Manhattan; and Thomas W Roth is a soil conservationist, Natural Resource Conservation Service, Clay Center, Kan. This paper is Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Contribution No. 98450-J.
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