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ABSTRACT:

In this study we develop an index to measure “district strength” in Missouri. By district strength we refer to the ability or capacity of districts to promote and meet their conservation goals. Using data from a statewide mail survey of SWCD supervisors and SWCD employees, we examine how various organizational factors influence district strength, including such internal variables as supervisor leadership and perceptions of the adequacy of employee salaries, and external variables, including district relations with the Missouri Soil and Water Districts Commission, and Natural Resources Conservation Service. Our findings reveal that supervisor leadership, districts linkages to the state Commission, and, to a lesser extent, external relations with NRCS, influence district strength.


Footnotes
	Andrew H. Raedeke was a research assistant professor of Rural Sociology at the University Of Missouri-Columbus at the time this article was written. He is currently the survey coordinator at the Missouri Department of Conservation. J. Sanford Rikoon is associate professor of Rural Sociology at the University of Missouri-Columbia. Chris Rich was a research associate professor of Rural Sociology at the University of Missouri-Columbus at the time this article was written and is currently a community development specialist in Montgomery City, Missouri for University of Missouri Extension Service.
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