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RAISE YOUR VOICE

YOUR FORUM TO REACT TO PUBLISHED ARTICLES, TO EXCHANGE IDEAS, AND DESCRIBE INNOVATIVE
APPROACHES TO CONSERVATION INCLUDING LEGISLATION

Need more improvements

I would like to add a few comments
about the recent article in the Journal of
Soil and Water Conservation describing the
proposed new protocols for the National
Resource Inventory (NRI) [Spaeth, et al.
2003. New proposed National Resource
Inventory protocols on nonfederal range-
lands. Journal of Soil and Water Conservation
58(1):18A-21A]. As background for your
readers let me explain that I spent over 30
years in teaching, research, and extension
in range management at the University
of Arizona, with a primary interest in
rangeland inventory and monitoring. I
have also been involved for many years in
the efforts of the Society for Range
Management to encourage coordination
among government agencies to achieve a
national rangeland reporting system sim-
ilar to the NRI.The interagency cooper-
ation described in this paper is an

encouraging step in the right direction,
but, in my opinion needs to be expanded
to all rangelands, including those admin-
istered by the BLM, Forest Service, Park
Service, Fish and Waildlife Service,
Defense Department, tribal lands, and
others. A number of groups, including
Society for Range Management,
National Association of Conservation
Districts, Public Lands Council, and some
environmental groups are currently
working to together to further this aim.
The authors of this paper deserve much
credit for furthering this objective as rep-
resentatives of their several agencies, i.e.
NRCS, BLM, and ARS.

The article in question is mainly a gener-
al overview of the proposed new protocols
and does not provide much detail.

I commend the authors for their work
in developing and improving the NRI
protocol. However, I believe there are

some further improvements that can be
made to better serve the purposes of this
national survey, especially if it is eventual-
ly extended beyond non-federal lands.
—Lamar  Smith,  Cascabal  Range
Consultants, Benson, AZ

Readers are invited to express their
views on land and water management.

Please make your letter less than 150
words. Letters may be edited for length
and clarity.

Send to Editor:
deb.happe@swcs.org
fax 515-289-1227

Joumal of Soil and Water Conservation,
945 SW Ankeny Road,
Ankeny, lowa 50021-9764

— Deb Happe, Editor
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several other non-natural resource respon-
sibilities, making it even harder for soil con-
servation to gam the attention needed to
reduce the impact of land degradation.
Federal-state soil conservation activities
unquestionably have improved in Australia
over the past 20 years. But movement of
resources away fi-om many fiont-line areas
of soil conservation and into the integrated,
comunity-based activities in keeping
with the broad environmental agenda has
left gaps in the nation’s abdity to manage
effectively its severe land degradation.
Fortunately, it is not too late to get back to
basics and a more evenly balanced plan for
soil conservation-which could be a valu-
able objective for other countries develop-
ing strategic plans for soil conservation.
July 24-28, 2004
Soil and Water Conservation Society Annual Conference
Radisson Riverfront Hotel
St. Paul, Minnesota
www.swcs.org
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