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The ad above could be run by nearly every private landowner in the country. And I don't believe the landowners care whether the private sector or public sector provides the assistance. Landowners simply want good, qualified people to help them. They want people who are technically sound, understand local, state, and national rules, and can get the work done in a timely fashion. They prefer to pay little for this assistance, since it has been provided at little or no cost to them in the past by the USDA.

Before I explain my current views and concerns on public and private sector technical assistance for conservation on private lands, let me say that three years ago when I worked for the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), I would not be writing what I am now. I believed then that conservation technical assistance-especially for any type of conservation planning assistance-was the sole purview of government and particularly NRCS. However, since retiring from NRCS and spending some time trying to help a private sector technical service provider (TSP) operate, my views have changed. I've personally seen the services and expertise the private sector has to …
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