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insidE

a growing body of work sheds light on fundamental hydro-
logic and biogeochemical processes in drainage ditches. 
understanding these processes is essential to the develop-
ment of management practices and strategies that protect 
downstream water quality.
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YOur lEttErS

Readers’ forum

sAvE ThE lAkEs
The Great Lakes region faces many envi-
ronmental challenges, including untreated 
sewage and invasive species. The Great 
Lakes also support over 35 million people 
with drinking water, food, recreation, and 
transportation.

During my research, I found that the 
Soil and Water Conservation Society has a 
project to engage the clean water commu-
nity in an effort to improve water quality 
in the Great Lakes region. There can be 
more done. Only 1% of water in lakes 
is renewed each year, and I feel SWCS 
members can do something improve this. 
More can be done by getting the commu-
nity involved, putting out information tha 
teaches people how bad this issue really is, 
and convincing states such as Michigan to 
enforce current laws.

Joe Fruciano
Macomb, Michigan

rAiSE YOur VOiCE
Readers are invited to respond to pub-
lished articles and express their views, 
experiences, and ideas related to soil and 
water conservation. Please send your let-
ters to the editor (mark.anderson-wilk@
swcs.org). Letters may be edited for length 
and clarity.

“the truth is that no one has ever advanced a 

scientific reason for plowing.”

Edward H. Faulkner, Plowman’s Folly, 1943




