
    
      Skip to main content
    

        
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    [image: ]

  




  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  


  
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  	Home
	Content 	Current Issue
	Early Online
	Archive
	Subject Collections


	Info For 	Authors
	Reviewers
	Subscribers
	Advertisers


	About 	About JSWC
	Editorial Board
	Permissions
	Alerts
	RSS Feeds
	Contact Us
	Special Issue: Call for Papers





  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        User menu

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  	Register
	Subscribe
	My alerts
	Log in
	 My Cart



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        Search

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Advanced search

  


  
  



  



  


  
  




  



    

  



  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    [image: Journal of Soil and Water Conservation]  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  


  
      
  	    
  
    
  
              

            
    
          

  

  



  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Register
	Subscribe
	My alerts
	Log in
	 My Cart

  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  


  
  
    
  
        
            
        [image: Journal of Soil and Water Conservation]      

                

          



  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced Search
  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
        
  
                
    
      	Home
	Content 	Current Issue
	Early Online
	Archive
	Subject Collections


	Info For 	Authors
	Reviewers
	Subscribers
	Advertisers


	About 	About JSWC
	Editorial Board
	Permissions
	Alerts
	RSS Feeds
	Contact Us
	Special Issue: Call for Papers




    

  



  
                
    
      	 Follow SWCS on Twitter
	 Visit SWCS on Facebook

    

  


  



  

  
  
  	      

    
      
    
      
        
    
  
    
                        
  
                
    
      
	  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
      Research ArticleA Section

  
      

  
      International soil and water conservation: My experience and how SWCS helped
  
    	Theo Dillaha

  
    	Journal of Soil and Water Conservation July 2009,  64 (4) 124A-128A; DOI: https://doi.org/10.2489/jswc.64.4.124A 

  
  
  


Theo Dillaha 
	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site




  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    	Article
	Info & Metrics
	References
	 PDF


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    Excerpt

In 1984, I became a member of the Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS), one of the best decisions of my professional career. I joined SWCS at the invitation of Bernie Parsons, a senior faculty member in the Agricultural Engineering Department at Virginia Tech, which I had just joined as a new assistant professor. Bernie took me under his wing and started taking me to Virginia Chapter SWCS Council meetings. He introduced me to most of the key soil and water conservation professionals in the state. As a result of these introductions and the networking opportunities that they provided, I became heavily involved in soil and water conservation activities in Virginia—served as Virginia Chapter president, have been the faculty advisor to the Virginia Tech Student Chapter for over 15 years, served on numerous national committees, and eventually became an SWCS Board member and president. Now, I am involved in soil and water conservation activities across the globe. Bernie's invitation had a profound effect on my life and professional development, and I will forever remember him for introducing me to SWCS. This article focuses on my international soil and water conservation experiences since 2004 when I became the program director of…


Footnotes
	Theo Dillaha is a program director of SANREM CRSP and a professor at the Department of Biological Systems Engineering at Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Virginia. He is also a Southeastern Regional Director at the Soil and Water Conservation Society.

	© 2009 by the Soil and Water Conservation Society
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