
    
      Skip to main content
    

        
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    [image: ]

  




  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  


  
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  	Home
	Content 	Current Issue
	Early Online
	Archive
	Subject Collections


	Info For 	Authors
	Reviewers
	Subscribers
	Advertisers


	About 	About JSWC
	Editorial Board
	Permissions
	Alerts
	RSS Feeds
	Contact Us
	Special Issue: Call for Papers





  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        User menu

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  	Register
	Subscribe
	My alerts
	Log in
	 My Cart



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        Search

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Advanced search

  


  
  



  



  


  
  




  



    

  



  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    [image: Journal of Soil and Water Conservation]  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  


  
      
  	    
  
    
  
              

            
    
          

  

  



  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Register
	Subscribe
	My alerts
	Log in
	 My Cart

  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  


  
  
    
  
        
            
        [image: Journal of Soil and Water Conservation]      

                

          



  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced Search
  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
        
  
                
    
      	Home
	Content 	Current Issue
	Early Online
	Archive
	Subject Collections


	Info For 	Authors
	Reviewers
	Subscribers
	Advertisers


	About 	About JSWC
	Editorial Board
	Permissions
	Alerts
	RSS Feeds
	Contact Us
	Special Issue: Call for Papers




    

  



  
                
    
      	 Follow SWCS on Twitter
	 Visit SWCS on Facebook

    

  


  



  

  
  
  	      

    
      
    
      
        
    
  
    
                        
  
                
    
      
	  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
      Research ArticleA Section

  
      

  
      Rating sustainability: An opinion survey of national conservation practices funded through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program
  
    	Melissa R. Bailey and Kathleen A. Merrigan

  
    	Journal of Soil and Water Conservation January 2010,  65 (1) 21A-25A; DOI: https://doi.org/10.2489/jswc.65.1.21A 

  
  
  


Melissa R. Bailey 
	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site


Kathleen A. Merrigan 
	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site




  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    	Article
	Info & Metrics
	References
	 PDF


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    Excerpt

The US government continues to expand the suite of programs and funding available to farmers who produce agricultural products in a manner consistent with environmental goals such as clean water, stable soil, and ample wildlife habitat. The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), administered by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), is one of the most prominent examples of such programs due to its growing budget and scope. EQIP is a voluntary program that provides cost-share, incentive payments and technical assistance for farmers who institute conservation practices that aim “to promote agricultural production, forest management and environmental quality as compatible goals, and to optimize environmental benefits” (US House 1996). In contrast to USDA land retirement programs such as the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), the premise of EQIP is to keep farmland in agricultural production with conservation integrated throughout a farm's working operation.

Authorized by US Congress through the consolidation and restructuring of existing programs during the 1996 farm bill, EQIP is a mandatory funded program envisioned to provide “one-stop” conservation shopping for farmers. Since 1996, the role of EQIP within agricultural policy has continued to expand as evidenced by its favorable funding increases. EQIP funding for FY 1996 was authorized…


Footnotes
	Melissa R. Bailey is a doctoral candidate and Kathleen A. Merrigan was an assistant professor (at the time the article was written) at the Friedman School of Nutrition Science and Policy, Tufts University, Boston, Massachusetts.
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