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    Abstract

Almost 30,000 ha (74,100 ac) of grassland were created in south-central Pennsylvania through the USDA Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) from 2000 to 2004. To assess the use of these fields by grassland and other birds and to develop region-specific management guidelines, we conducted transect counts of singing birds in 103 CREP fields during 2002 to 2004 and measured within-field vegetation and landscape characteristics. Thirty-two bird species were found on fields during the breeding season. Red-winged blackbirds (Agelaius phoeniceus) were most numerous, followed by three shrub-scrub species. Grassland obligate species were rare and were most abundant on larger fields with a lower density of vegetation and a predominance of cool-season grasses. Abundances of shrub-scrub species were highest on smaller fields with a higher density of vegetation and a higher proportion of warm-season grasses. Avian use of CREP fields in Pennsylvania differs from Midwestern Conservation Reserve Program fields in a number of important ways. Shrub-scrub species were more common, which may be due to the small mean field size and the more forested landscape. In addition, grassland obligates were found in greater densities on fields of cool-season grasses than in fields of warm-season or mixed grasses. Targeted enrollment and management of large fields or those adjoining other grasslands for grassland birds and small fields or those adjoining woodlands for shrub-scrub species may be the best approach to maximize the benefits of CREP for a range of bird species.


Footnotes
	Kevin L. Wentworth is an assistant professor at Holyoke Community College, Holyoke, Massachusetts. Margaret C. Brittingham is a professor, and Andy M. Wilson is an ecologist at the School of Forest Resources, The Pennsylvania State University, University Park, Pennsylvania.



	© 2009 by the Soil and Water Conservation Society




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    This article requires a subscription to view the full text. If you have a subscription you may use the login form below to view the article. Access to this article can also be purchased.
  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

  Username *
 



  Password *
 





Forgot your user name or password?




Purchase access
You may purchase access to this article. This will require you to create an account if you don't already have one.

  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
        In this issue

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
    
      [image: Journal of Soil and Water Conservation: 65 (1)]

  
  
      
      
          Journal of Soil and Water Conservation      
      
        	Vol. 65, Issue 1 January/February 2010 


      
      
        		Table of Contents
	Table of Contents (PDF)
	About the Cover
	Index by author
	Front Matter (PDF)




      




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Article Alerts

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  User Name *
 



  Password *
 


Sign In to Email Alerts with your Email Address

  Email *
 








  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Email Article

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for your interest in spreading the word on Journal of Soil and Water Conservation.
NOTE: We only request your email address so that the person you are recommending the page to knows that you wanted them to see it, and that it is not junk mail. We do not capture any email address.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Conservation reserve enhancement program fields: Benefits for grassland and shrub-scrub species



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has sent you a message from Journal of Soil and Water Conservation



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would like to see the Journal of Soil and Water Conservation web site.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.



  Math question *
 5 + 10 =  
Solve this simple math problem and enter the result. E.g. for 1+3, enter 4.









  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      
  
  
  
  
      Conservation reserve enhancement program fields: Benefits for grassland and shrub-scrub species
  
    	K.L. Wentworth, M.C. Brittingham, A.M. Wilson

  
    	Journal of Soil and Water Conservation Jan 2010, 65 (1) 50-60; DOI: 10.2489/jswc.65.1.50 

  
  
  



  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Request Permissions  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
  
  
      Conservation reserve enhancement program fields: Benefits for grassland and shrub-scrub species
  
    	K.L. Wentworth, M.C. Brittingham, A.M. Wilson

  
    	Journal of Soil and Water Conservation Jan 2010, 65 (1) 50-60; DOI: 10.2489/jswc.65.1.50 

  
  
  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
        Jump to section

    
  
  
    	Article
	Info & Metrics
	References
	 PDF



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
     Related Articles
	No related articles found.



	Google Scholar




 Cited By...
	Initial response of bird populations to conservation grasslands in southern Pennsylvania




	Google Scholar



 More in this TOC Section
	
  
  
  
  
      Eco-hydrological functioning of multi-aged dryland afforestation systems  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      Critical shear stress variability in claypan soils with depth  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      The influence of prairie strips sown in midwestern corn and soybean fields on sediment discharge throughout the year  
  
  
  
  






Show more Research Section

 Similar Articles






  



  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
        Content

    
  
  
    	Current Issue
	Early Online
	Archive
	Subject Collections

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Info For

    
  
  
    	Authors
	Reviewers
	Subscribers
	Advertisers

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Customer Service

    
  
  
    	Subscriptions
	Permissions and Reprints
	Terms of Use
	Privacy

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        SWCS

    
  
  
    	Membership
	Publications
	Meetings and Events
	Conservation Career Center

  


  
  



  


    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    [image: ]  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    © 2024 Soil and Water Conservation Society

  




  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
    
  
      







  